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Dear Friends & Neighbors,

During the 105-day legislative session in Olympia this year,
we have a real opportunity to change the way government
does business and build public trust.  The best way to ac-
complish this is to bring common-sense, real-world solu-
tions to the many challenges facing the Legislature this year.

As we know all too well, government never has all the an-
swers.  The same can be said for legislators.  Together we
will work for smaller, smarter, less intrusive government –
but our ability to represent you in Olympia hinges on us
hearing from you.  Inside this newsletter, you’ll find impor-
tant information on the budget, taxes, transportation and
education – and you’ll also find our budget and taxes sur-
vey for 2001.  Please take a few minutes to fill out this sur-
vey and mail it back to us – once we know your views, we’ll
make sure they’re heard!

Sincerely,

Larry Crouse Lynn Schindler

State Representative

Larry Crouse
State Representative

Lynn Schindler
P.O. Box 40600
Olympia, WA 98504-0600
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Whether you’re in Spokane, the Tri-Cities, Seattle or Vancouver, transportation prob-
lems are confronting us in every corner of the state and all points in between.  Roads
and highways are often congested, forcing us all to spend more time in traffic and less
time with our families, friends or at our jobs – and still more roads are in critical need
of maintenance and repair.

The combination of excessive regulations and environmental restrictions, along with
our transportation crisis, is a recipe for economic disaster.  For Spokane and our
surrounding neighbors, transportation problems are wreaking havoc on businesses
and our economy – whether you work on a ranch or in the city, jobs will be lost un-
less we act now.  And what is true for the 4th District is true for the state.

This year we will work hard to pass legislation that will reduce traffic congestion,
increase safety and dramatically enhance mobility.  Our families, our neighbors, our
friends, and our employers will all benefit from a better transportation system.

For the first time in nearly a decade,
our state’s economy appears to be
slowing.  The rising cost of energy,
excessive government intrusion and
unreasonable regulations have dealt a
serious blow to jobs and families in
much of eastern Washington, includ-
ing the 4th District.  Now more than
ever, we must pass a state budget that
is both responsible and effective.

As you know, Washington operates on
a two-year (biennial) budget cycle –
and this is another budget year for the
Legislature.  Just keeping government
services operating at the level they are
today will cost another $1.6 billion
over the next two years.

However, recent ballot initiatives have
also taken their toll on the budget:

• I-722, which nullified all 1999 tax
and fee increases, cost $45 million.

• I-695 (1999) forced new General
Fund costs for assistance to local
governments (assistance that had
previously been paid from rev-
enues generated by the motor
vehicle excise tax).

• I-728, aimed at cutting K-12 class
sizes, reduced General Fund rev-
enues by roughly $470 million.

THE 2001-03 BUDGET: Finding answers to tough questions
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Source: Legislative Budget Notes, 1999-2001.  Note: These figures represent the state’s
General Fund expenditures for the ’99-’01 biennium (total spending is approx. $20.1 billion).
The Capital Budget and Transportation Budget are separate funds.

SOLVING OUR STATE’S TRANSPORTATION WOES

• I-732, which boosted public school
teacher salaries, cost another $345
million.

• And I-601, passed in 1993, re-
stricts the growth of state govern-
ment based on population
increases and the rate of inflation.
Just maintaining existing services
over the next two years would
break the voter approved spending
limits.

These challenges do, however, present
a unique opportunity for legislators.
We have the chance to cut back on
useless or wasteful spending, hold
state agencies more accountable for
their budgets, eliminate duplicate or
outdated programs, and truly change
the way government does business.
We’re hopeful our Democrat col-
leagues and the governor will look for
these same opportunities.

WHERE DID YOUR TAX DOLLARS GO?
(1999-2001)



In order to best represent your views in Olympia, we need to
know how you feel.  Please take a moment to answer the
following questions and mail this survey back to us.  If there
is more than one voter in your household, we hope you’ll
both take the time to respond. Thanks!

Name (s): __________________________________________

Address: ___________________________________________

__________________________________________________

Phone: _____________________________________________

E-mail (s): __________________________________________

1. The state’s voter-approved spending limit (Initiative 601)
should be:

Voter1 Voter 2

_____ ____ Maintained

_____ ____ Amended

_____ ____ Repealed

2. Governor Locke has proposed that the state spending limit
created by Initiative 601 should be amended to exclude the
salary increases for school employees mandated by Initiative
732.  Do you agree or disagree with that proposal?

Voter1 Voter 2

_____ ____ Agree

_____ ____ Disagree

3. Governor Locke states that balancing the budget while
providing new funding to meet the state’s budget needs will
require reductions in existing state programs and services.  In
what areas would you support spending cuts to help balance
the budget?  (Rank by order of priority.)

Voter1 Voter 2

_____ ____ Public Schools

_____ ____ Social Services

_____ ____ Health Care

_____ ____ Higher Education

_____ ____ Natural Resources

Other (please specify)

Voter 1 ____________________________________________

Voter 2 ____________________________________________

4. Obviously, improvements need to be made in the states
highway system.  To fund the necessary improvements, should
the state legislature:

Voter1 Voter 2

_____ ____ Gas Tax Increase

_____ ____ Sales tax on gas

_____ ____ Weight-based user fees on all vehicles

_____ ____ Surcharge on transportation-related
goods, such as new and used vehicles,
parts and accessories

_____ ____ Increase other taxes and fees

Other (please specify)

Voter 1 _____________________________________________

Voter 2 _____________________________________________

5. In your opinion, are property taxes:

Voter1 Voter 2

_____ ____ Too low

_____ ____ Somewhat fair and reasonable

_____ ____ Too high

6. Would you support a measure that would require a vote of
the people for any increase in state or local property taxes?

Voter1 Voter 2

_____ ____ Yes

_____ ____ No

7. Would you support a reduction in state spending on social
services if it could be shown that community groups, churches,
and other charitable organizations were prepared to provide
those services instead?

Voter1 Voter 2

_____ ____ Yes

_____ ____ No

Other Comments: _____________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

2001 BUDGET & TAXES SURVEY
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EDUCATION:
‘A’ IS FOR ACCOUNTABILITY
During the 1999-2001 budget cycle, our state gov-
ernment spent more than $10 billion (about 46
percent of the General Fund budget) on K-12 pub-
lic schools.  But are we really seeing a solid return
on our investment?

Consider this: only one-third of our state’s 10th

graders are passing their math requirements, just
41 percent are meeting their writing require-
ments, and nearly 12 percent of our state’s 18-24
year-olds have failed to earn a high school di-
ploma.  We can and must do better!

This year, we will work to make schools and teach-
ers more accountable.  We should reward those
who are successful and provide assistance to those
who aren’t.  Our children are Washington’s most
valuable resource – and we can’t afford to leave
any child behind.

Please
place
stamp
here

State Representatives
Larry Crouse and
Lynn Schindler
P.O. Box 40600
Olympia, WA  98504-0600

Public K-12 School Funding:
A Decade of Growth

BUDGET BIENNIUM • Public School Funding*

*Represents total state K-12 public school funding from all budgets.
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